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Life has gone to the dogs…well, in my case, just 
one dog...a new puppy to be exact. I had several 
dogs over my lifetime, but it seems I have forgot-
ten just how much work a puppy can be. Its a 24/7 
kind of deal when you worry about what is going to 
be chewed on next - or worse yet, another accident 
somewhere in the house.

All my past dogs were Labs that I used for 
hunting, but having all the dog hair in the house was 
a problem. So when the director told me I couldn’t 
have another yellow Lab, I had to go with a Golden-
doodle since they are not supposed to shed (tell that 
to my black jacket!). For the most part, they don’t 
shed. Instead, they lose little clumps of hair 
occasionally, which is not bad to clean up.

All I know is this winter has been long 
enough, but training a puppy through it all made it 
much longer. Of course, with the wool coat he has, 
he just loved being out in the snow...which led to 
one big snowball coming back in the door after all 
the fun he had. Well, training continues as I hope he 

Otter
Tales

Spring 2019 
“W in to Dine” $25 Gift Card Winners

Here are the lucky winners:

Nootzi’s on Main, Dent: Sandy Meier, Perham

RK’s Prairie Café, Parker’s Prairie: Connie Warner, New York Mills

Social’s Bar & Grill, Fergus Falls: Michael Mavis, Erhard

Underwood Quik-Stop, Underwood: Wanda Schonhardt, Battle Lake

Union Pizza, Fergus Falls: Tim Brennan, Fergus Falls

Willy T’s Tavern & Grill, Ottertail: Karol Brodersen, Richville

will be a decent hunting dog...now you know what I 
will be doing all summer.

By now, all the docks and lifts are in area 
lakes and the public landings are open for the busy 
Memorial Weekend. Summer is coming...I hope. 
Let the fun of summer begin! To me that means a 
chance to be out on the boat and enjoying the sun 
and water...and maybe some fishing. My buddy 
always says, “For every hour you spend fishing, you 
get to live two hours longer in life.” By that rate, I 
hope to extend my life for many years.

Our Summer issue of OTC Magazine kicks off 
with some great stories again. We have one about 
the area Walleye Stocking Program that harvests 
eggs from walleyes, raises them up, and then re-
stocks area lakes to help keep us in good supply of 
tasty fish...if I could catch any. 

Pam Larson shows us many of the roadside 
statues and art in Otter Tail County...you might want 
to plan a day trip to see them. 

My favorite story is about the Richville 
Methodist and Leaf Mountain Churches...just two 
great examples of very small churches doing great 
things. One rebuilding again, and the other setting 
the bar on helping out...amazing! 

Then there is the inspirational story about 
two talented women following their passion in life 
to become dancers and starting their own dance 
business, except with the added twist of teaching 
community involvement to their students. 

We have some really great people living here 
in Otter Tail County...I’m sure it gives us a warm 
feeling to know that. 
                               — Ed Pawlenty, OTC Publisher

Have a great story idea?

Want to share a special photo?

Email your story ideas 
and photos to:

Publisher@battlelakereview.com

or mail to:

OTC Magazine
PO Box 99

Battle Lake, MN 56515

Thanks for reading OTC!
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Meet Molly Johnston and Ayumi Hori-
Shafer, two inspired and talented women who are 
putting dance and rural Minnesota on the national 
stage.

In 2017, Molly and Ayumi formed DanceBARN 
Collective, a 501c3 nonprofit organization dedicated 
to bringing dance opportunities to rural communities. 
Captured in the acronym BARN is the mission to 
which these two women, founders and co-directors, 
commit: 

Build community

Aspire to create challenging and innovative dance

Reinvent dance as collaborative community art

Nurture creative minds and bodies

The Stories Behind the Women
Both Molly and Ayumi are well-educated and 

experienced in dance. Molly has a BFA from the 
University of the Arts in Philadelphia, PA, and an MFA 
from the University of Oregon in Eugene, OR. After 
earning her Masters, she worked as Zenon Dance 
Company and School’s school coordinator in the Twin 

aking a 
ifference 
hrough 

ance
Story By Reba Gilliand

Photos by Molly Johnston 
and Ayumi Hori-Shafer

Cities. Since returning to her rural Minnesota roots, 
Molly has been instrumental in curating numerous 
dance events and shows and teaches dance classes 
and workshops across the region. She lives on Silver 
Lake in Battle Lake with her husband and son.

Ayumi and her husband relocated from 
Oregon to the Twin Cities after earning her MFA in 
Dance at the University of Oregon. Prior to the UO, 
she trained in modern dance in San Francisco and 
earned a BA in Dance from San Francisco State 
University. Ayumi has over 10 years of experience 
teaching both recreational and professional dancers.

As well-versed as Molly and Ayumi are in 
dance, however, it’s their passion and service-
orientation that set them apart from other dance 
professionals. In establishing DanceBARN, the two 
inspire young dancers, give professional dancers and 
dance educators a place to refresh and revitalize, 
and help build communities through dance.

Serving Young Dancers
In 2019, DanceBARN will host its 2nd annual 

Youth Camp the last week of June. This 6-day 
sleep-away camp is open to two age groups: dancers 
entering grades 6 – 8 and those entering 9 – 12. 

Molly Johnston and Ayumi Hori-Shafer, 
DanceBARN Collective Co-Directors
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At camp, youth enjoy a mix of dance 
technique and choreography as well as all the fun 
things associated with a traditional summer camp 
including campfires, lake time, and making new 
friends.

True to DanceBARN’s mission, part of the 
camp experience is community involvement. Dancers 
will work with Art of the Lakes on an art project 
and plant flowers in downtown Battle Lake as a 
community-service project.

The focus for the week will be dance, of 
course, and Molly and Ayumi have a surprise for 
the young dancers. The Minneapolis based dance 
company, Rhythmically Speaking, will work with 
dancers the entire week and stay for their debut 
at LACC on Thursday, June 27 at 7:30 p.m. The 
performance is open to the public and tickets are 
$5. Imagine how excited the young dancers would 
be to have a full house! 

Camp wraps up on June 28 with dancers 
performing at LACC for parents, who can enjoy 
original choreographed works created by the young 
dancers themselves as they show what they’ve 
learned during the week. 

This summer’s Youth Camp is filled, but 2020 
applications will be available just after the holidays 
on DanceBARN’s website and Facebook page.

Serving Professional-Level Dancers 
Molly and Ayumi started the Festival 

before DanceBARN became a non-profit. 
Now in its 5th year, DanceBARN Festival 
is the highlight of the summer! The Festival 
offers dance professionals an opportunity to 
come together as colleagues in a care-free, 
non-competitive environment where every-
one learns from everyone else. 

2019 will bring 25 professional 
dancers, choreographers, and dance 
educators together from all parts of the 
United States for a week of dancing, 
creating, relaxing and performing in the 
heart of the lakes. 

The setting couldn’t be lovelier. 
DanceBARN partners with The Hideaway at 
Xanadu Island, a resort just west of Battle 
Lake, for lodging and lake-time. In addition 
to the lodge, cabins and lake, owners Nicole 
and Jay Reinan have remodeled the old 
barn into event space perfect for dance 
rehearsals. 

Youth Camp dancers enjoying ice cream 
at Granny’s Pantry in Battle Lake

Youth Camp dancers inventing a new dance

Professional dancers at 
West Battle Lake

Check out the Minneapolis-based dance company 
that will be working with Youth Camp dancers at 

https://rhythmicallyspeakingdance.org
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LACC in downtown Battle Lake is home base 
for dance creation during Festival week. Classes 
are held upstairs at LACC, where the open space, 
cathedral ceilings and hardwood flooring are ideal for 
dancers to invent and choreograph new movement 
and dances. 

The week includes the creation of three 
dance films choreographed and directed by visiting 
artists, including award-winning screendance 
cinematographer Robert Uehlin from Oregon. The 
films will be part of the ScreenDANCE Festival and 
shown during the community grand finale on July 27.

The Festival experience is mutually beneficial 
to dancers and community members alike. Dancers, 
most from large metropolitan areas, are enchanted 
by rural Minnesota lakes-area communities 
and come away in awe of small-town life. 
Meanwhile, community members can share 
amazing dance experiences with nationally-
celebrated dancers as active participants, 
audience members, or both.

People are invited to take advantage of 
three community dance classes offered during 
the Festival. No dance experience is required 
to enjoy the movement class led by one of
DanceBARN’s guest teachers, open to all ages. 
For the more adventurous, a Tango class is 
offered. 

The Festival week concludes with an 
amazing opportunity for the small town of 
Battle Lake. A ScreenDANCE Festival will be 
held on Saturday evening, July 27, at 9 p.m. 
in ART Stream Alley. It’s a time when ART 
Stream is transformed into a theatre and 

award-winning and original screendance films are 
shown on a big screen. 

Screendances, for the uninformed like me, 
are artistic film shorts where movement/dance and 
film/video take centerstage. A look at a few of the 
other 2019 screendance venues demonstrates what 
a big deal this is for Battle Lake. This little town 
joins U.S. cities like Boise, Kalamazoo, Durham and 
Miami; international megalopolises like Stockholm, 
Montreal, Paris, Berlin, and Belfast; and countries 
like India and Italy just to name a few of the 
screendance festivals taking place this summer. And 
some of the films shown at these major venues will 
be in Battle Lake.

You can take advantage of this unique 
experience with no travel required! 

Serving the Community
True to their mission to bring dance to 

rural communities, Molly and Ayumi not only build 
community involvement into flagship programs like 
Youth Camp and DanceBARN Festival, they offer 
community dance opportunities throughout the year.  
For example, weekly “Grown Up and Me” classes 
for 5-year and younger children will take place five 
Thursdays during the summer at 10 a.m. before the 
turtle races at LACC. The cost is $8 per week or a 
5-class card for $35.

Professional dancers 
at Xanadu Watch an episode of Pioneer Public Broadcasting’s 

Emmy award winning show, Postcards, 
to see the 2018 collaboration between 

DanceBARN and Current Harbor. 

ScreenDANCE Festival in ART Stream Alley
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Reba Gilliand: I’m eager to take 
advantage of the opportunities Molly 

and Ayumi give us in dance and 
community building. Hope to see you at 

DanceBARN events this summer!

DanceBARN teamed up this year with Battle 
Lake School Community Ed for two classes the 
3rd week in June: one is for boys and girls ages 4 
through entering 2nd grade, and the other for those 
entering 3rd through 6th grades.

Adults can take advantage of classes through-
out the year, such as Ballet Barre offered this year 
and Modern Dance that took place in 2018. 

But it’s not just the Battle Lake area that 
benefits from DanceBARN’s commitment to building 
community through dance. Among other things, 
DanceBARN will speak at events about the work 
they do in rural communities, start a regular dance 
class in a community, help create a dance for a 
summer parade, or share how to use dance to bring 
communities together and solve community issues. 

Last year, Molly and Ayumi traveled to Idaho 
for a choreographic residency at the University of 
Idaho for the purpose of getting students more 
connected to the community. They also traveled 

To learn about exciting events and opportunities, visit visit DanceBARN at 

www.dancebarncollective.org 

and follow DanceBARN on Facebook.

to San Diego to speak about their work with rural 
communities at the National Dance Educators 
Organization Conference. 

Expanding Our Horizons
Through DanceBARN Collective, Molly and 

Ayumi are giving each of us opportunities to be part 
of a new movement here in rural Minnesota – dance, 
sure; entertainment, yes; but more than that, a 
chance to support in word and deed these visionary 
young leaders as they put rural Minnesota on the 
national stage.   
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Many people are aware that Otter Tail 
County has more lakes than any other county – 
1,048 of over 10,000 in Minnesota. However, they 
might not realize that the county also has the state’s 
highest concentration of giant roadside sculptures 
and attractions.

One of the earliest roadside figures is Pelican 
Pete in Pelican Rapids, built by Anton and Ted 
                               Resset in 1957 for the 
                                    town’s Jubilee Celebration 
                                        the next year. It 
                                          stands 15.5 feet tall 
                                            at the base of the 
                                             Mill Pond Dam 
                                              right in downtown 
                                               Pelican Rapids. To
                                               celebrate Pete’s 
                                              50th anniversary in 
                                             2007, 4-feet-tall 
                                            “Friends of Pete” were 
                                           designed in creative 
                                         forms as part of a 
                                      community art project, 
                                  many of which can still be 
                              seen around town. 

Story & Photos By Pam Larson

Roa d s i d e  A r t  & 

Traveling northwest to Vergas, there is 
another big bird statue – the world’s largest loon, 
which is also our state bird. A bit taller at 20 feet 
and looking over Long Lake (one of 27 Long Lakes in 
the state), this loon was built in the early 1960s and 
paid for by the Vergas Fire Department. A good time 
to visit may be in August when the town celebrates 
Looney Daze, including a parade, road rally and loon 
calling contest.

Perham hosts Turtle Days every year in 
June, and has turtle races on Wednesday mornings 

Pelican Pete

Palmation by 
Fire Station

Turkey Pelican, 
West Central 

Turkeys

Pelicanus 
Rex, 

Fossen 
Oil and 
Propane

Vergas Loon

Perham 
playground 

turtle

G i a n t  St a t u e s
Big Foot, 

Nyberg Park, 
Vining
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during June, July and August. To coordinate with 
the events, in NP Park there is a large turtle, which 
doubles as a playground slide for kids.

Moving on down the road to the New York 
Mills Sculpture Park, there is a great tractor on 
display built by Ken Nyberg. It was completed in 
1998 after 470 hours of work. It weighs in at 3,800 
pounds, is 17 feet high and was made of 1,154 
pieces of metal.

Ken Nyberg is a part of the reason why Otter 
Tail County has so 
many large and fun 
monuments. His 
pieces are all over 
the area, as well 
as in Vining and 
at his workshop 
north of town. Area 
businesses and 
schools have 
commissioned him 
to create pieces of 
art. The Henning 
Medical Clinic has a huge stethoscope made by 
Nyberg.

Driving on Highway 210 through Vining, it is 
difficult to miss the Big Foot (opposite page). Ken 
Nyberg worked as a foreman building grain elevators 
across the U.S. In the 1980s, he started sculpturing 
with metal scraps, inspired by his grandmother’s 
patchwork quilts. But Nyberg wanted to try bigger 
projects, so for two years he secretly worked on 
Big Foot, unsure of how others would react. The 
11-feet-tall, 1,200-pound creation was met with 
understanding by his wife and neighbors, who loved 
it so much it was given a place of honor next to the 
main road. Completed in 1991, Nyberg purposefully 
flattened the upturned toenail to make a photo-op 
seat for visitors. Eventually many of his whimsical 
creations found a home in Nyberg Park, next to Big 
Foot Gas and Grocery. To fully enjoy his talent, it is 
wise to take some time to stroll around the park.

Heading north to Ottertail, we find another 
of the Nyberg statues on the corner of Main and 
Highway 78, in front of the First National Bank. A 
ten-feet-tall otter reclines with a fresh fish in a nice 
park-like atmosphere. Nearby at an ice cream shop 

Nyberg Tractor, New York Mills

Henning Medical Clinic Stethoscope

Plug, 
Clothes Pin 

& 
Coffee Cup, 
Nyberg Park, 

Vining

Hummingbirds, Blue Heron 
and Rhinoceros by Ken 
Nyberg’s shop, Vining

Ottertail Otter



is a fat clown with “Otto” written on 
his oversized necktie with his arm raising 
a cone in greeting.

On the shore of Otter Tail Lake, a 
giant fish invites people to Otter Tail 
Beach Resort.

               Chief “The Vulture” Wenonga 
                     is 23 feet tall, was built in 1979 and 
                  stands on the western shore of Battle 
                Lake. In 1795, Wenonga led about 50 
              Ojibwe warriors battling the Dakota near 
                        Battle Lake. All of the Dakota 
                         perished and only Wenonga and 
                         a few of his warriors survived. 
                         The lake was named 
                         “Ish-quan-a-de-win-ing”, which
                             roughly means “Where Few 
                               Survived”. Later settlers 
                                renamed it Battle Lake. Each 
                                summer, Battle Lake 
                                celebrates Wenonga Days.
                                              Downtown Battle 
                                   Lake, in Art Stream Alley, 
                                  stands a colorful scrap metal 
                                  15-feet-tall fish by artist Sue 
                                    Seeger. The pavement in 
                                      the pedestrian alley has 
                                     aquatic-life outlines that 
                                  may be colored with chalk.

                                    A recent interesting 
                        discovery was Our Lady 
                         of the Hills north of 
                         Millerville. Sort of out in 
                         the middle of nowhere  
                         in a neatly kept little park 
                               stands  a 22-feet-tall 
                                           Virgin Mary. 
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                    She was built by a local farmer 
                      in 1993, according to a 
                       plaque, “for promises kept in 
                        the healing of cancer”. The 
                        statue was dedicated on the 
                       75th anniversary of the Our 
                       Lady of Fatima appearance.

Heading 
toward Fergus Falls,
a giant surveyor’s 
tripod marks the 
spot of a 
Continental Divide 
near the Big Chief 
Restaurant. 
According to 
National Geographic, 
“A continental divide
is a naturally 
occurring boundary 
or ridge separating
a continent’s river
systems.”

Our Lady of the Hills, 
Millerville

Fish in 
Art Alley, 

Battle Lake

Continental Divide 
marker - large surveyor 

transit level

 Big Otto at 
Otter Treat 
in Ottertail

Fish at Otter 
Tail Beach 

Resort

Chief Wenonga, 
Battle Lake



Fergus Falls has a nice collection of roadside 
attractions. Possibly the most famous one is Otto, 
the Giant Otter, standing on the shore of Grotto 
Lake in Adams Park, also known as Grotto Park. The 
concrete and metal, 40-feet-long and 15-feet-tall 
mammal was designed by teacher Robert Bruns and 
built by Fergus Falls High School students under the 
direction of Steve Jaenisch. The welded frame was 
moved to the park in June 1972, where the final 
plastering, cementing and painting took place. The 
moving and installation was a project of the Fergus 
Falls Jaycees. The statue was built to commemorate 
the centennial of the founding of Fergus Falls.

One structure 
that seems a bit 
out of place in 
town is the dry-docked 
Eagles’ Ship on Peck 
Avenue. It was built in 
1946-47 as part of a 
brewery operation by 
George Heinrich. Originally 
the upper part had a bar, 
dancing area, dining room 
and swimming pool, 
while the lower level was 
used as a storeroom for 
Heinrich’s beer. 
It was used for 
extravagant entertaining and was a favorite of 
customers who came from great distances. The 
Ship was eventually used mostly for storage until 
1961 when the Eagles Club purchased and revived 
it. There is also a large anchor out front.
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There is a nice stack of books in front of the 
Fergus Falls Public Library.

A Super Goose sculpture on the grounds of 
the Otter Tail County Historical Society Museum is a 
reminder of all the Canada Geese that live or migrate 
through the region. The steel piece was made by 
artist Steve Jaenisch.

Fergus Falls M State has a Ken Nyberg statue 
of the official Spartan mascot, created in 2002. 

It is almost a secret, but there is a 
beautiful butterfly statue in E & G Noyes Park 
and Butterfly Garden along a winding path off 
North Broadway. The lovely piece was made by 
Carl Zachmann and was requested by the park’s 
benefactor, Gina Noyes. There is a delightful 
playground in the park as well.

Otto the Otter, Fergus Falls

Books by Fergus 
Falls Public Library

Eagles’ Ship 
Anchor

Eagles’ Ship, Fergus Falls
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I am thankful to have a wonderful 
husband who drives out of the way to 

satisfy my whims to find ‘just one more’ 
unique piece of roadside art. Keep 

your eyes open and you might start to 
discover them as well.

A giant booming 
Prairie Chicken stands 
on the county border 
next to I-94 at Rothsay. 
Designed and built by 
Art Fosse, this large 
bird is 13 feet tall and 
weighs 9,000 pounds. A 
plaque says that, “On 
June 10, 1975, Rothsay 
was designated Prairie 
Chicken Capital of 
Minnesota” and the 
statue was unveiled the 
next year.

M State Spartan by Nyberg,
Fergus Falls

Rothsay Prairie Chicken

Goose Sculpture on the grounds of the 
Otter Tail County Historical Society Museum, Fergus Falls

Butterfly garden, 
Noyes Park, Fergus Falls

When traveling, these attractions are rarely 
the main destination, so it is wise to do some 
advanced planning. Some statues are right along the 
highway, but often they are in a park somewhere 
and require a little effort to locate. A great resource 
is www.roadsideamerica.com, which has maps 
and searchable lists. Happy traveling and I hope you 
find something big!
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The Lakeside Gourmet

Our long awaited summer  is in sight —  
(although as I write this on April 12 we are 
shoveling out from 10 inches of snow!) — 
hopefully, this past winter is a fading bad 

dream and this recipe will add a new taste 
sensation  to your summer grilling season! 

Sandra Thimgan lives on Silver Lake with 
her husband/photographer/taster, Dan.

By Sandra Thimgan
Photo by Dan Thimgan

Onion Fritters
Love those fried onion rings but looking 
for less work? These onion fritters are the 
bomb for your summer grilling season. 
They pair well with almost any protein and 
the recipe is easy to double for a bigger 
crowd. Use as an appetizer, side dish, or 
slap one on a bun with that hamburger hot 
off the grill! Go ahead and “fritter your life 
away!”

1/2 cup flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1 T. cornmeal
1 tsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. each salt and pepper
1 1/4 cups chopped onion
1/2 cup milk

Hot sauce, optional

Oil for frying

Onion Fritters
Makes 5-6 fritters

1 cup flat leaf parsley, packed
1/2 cup fresh cilantro, packed
1/4 cup olive oil   
2 T. fresh lemon juice
2 T. white vinegar   
6 garlic cloves, peeled
1 large jalapeño, seeded   
1/2 tsp. each kosher salt and black pepper

Combine all in processor/blender and puree until 
smooth.

Mix dry ingredients, add onions and stir to coat. 
Add milk (and optional hot sauce), mix well. 
Heat shallow oil in a skillet, drop by scant 1/4 
cup scoops into oil and fry. When brown, flip and 
brown other side. Drain a minute on paper towels 
and then transfer to wire rack. Batter should be 
fairly thick. If not, add a bit more flour and mix. 
Serve with chimichurri/sour cream/ranch dressing 
or your condiment of choice.

Chimichurri: 
Argentine “ketchup or salsa”
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Here Comes the Sun: 
The Skinny on Summer Skin Care                   
by Lake Region Health Care
Photo by Katie Johnson

Thinking you can get a “healthy tan” this 
summer? Think again. 

That supposedly “healthy glow” is actually a 
sign of sun damage. And along with every suntan 
and sunburn comes an increased risk of skin cancer.

The most serious form of these is melanoma, 
which occurs in the melanocytes, the cells that color 
the skin and make moles. Melanoma is especially 
deadly because the cancer can spread – sometimes 
quickly – to lymph nodes and distant organs.

May is Skin Cancer Awareness Month. It’s 
a timely pause to think about our skin, particularly 
in Minnesota, as we approach summer days on our 
treasured lakes. Melanoma has become the most 
common cancer in people 25-29 years old, and 
someone dies from melanoma every hour in the 
United States, according to the American Academy of 
Dermatology (AAD).

But there’s good news. It’s believed that 
nearly 90 percent of melanomas are caused by 

exposure to ultraviolet (UV) rays, which means we 
know what we need to avoid. Clinicians keep getting 
better at detecting it. And if melanoma is caught and 
treated at its earliest stages, cure rates can near 100 
percent, according to the AAD.

Mary Bressler, a nurse practitioner for Lake 
Region Healthcare’s dermatology department, shares 
this advice with OTC Magazine readers on what 
makes us more susceptible to this cancer, how to 
detect it, and how to prevent it.

Who is most susceptible
Melanoma is on the rise. It is estimated 

that 192,310 new cases of melanoma, 95,830 
noninvasive (in situ, or early stage, with the cancer 
contained where it started) and 96,480 invasive, will 
be diagnosed in the U.S. in 2019.  

The increase is partly because the Baby 
Boomer generation grew up tanning, Bressler says.

Other risk factors may make us more 
vulnerable to melanoma:

• Skin: The AAD says the risk is higher for people 
who are fair-skinned, have red or blond hair, and 
have blue or green eyes. The risk is also higher 
for anyone with more than 50 moles on the body 
or anyone with sun-sensitive skin (rarely tans or 
burns easily). However, someone with brown or 
black skin can also develop melanoma.

• Family or medical history: You are at a higher 
risk of developing it if first-degree relatives – 
parents, children, or siblings – are diagnosed with 
it. Those with weakened immune systems also 
are more likely to get it.

• UV exposure: Research suggests that nearly 90 
percent of melanomas are caused by exposure 
to ultraviolet rays. If you’ve experienced bad 
sunburns or spent time tanning, your risk is 
greater. Indoor tanning is especially dangerous: 
Research shows that tanning bed use before 
age 35 increases melanoma risk by 75 percent, 
according to the AAD.

 LRHC nurse practitioner Mary Bressler
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• Occupation: Farmers are among those who 
are especially prone to skin cancers. They 
spend many hours in the mid-day sun from May 
through October. Locally, outdoor workers may 
counter that they only spend time in the sun a 
few months each year, but if they spend time 
outdoors in the wintertime, snow will actually 
reflect and intensify their exposure to UV rays, 
Bressler says.

How to detect melanoma
“A zebra in a horse pasture.” That’s the 

analogy Bressler uses to tell patients what to look for 
when assessing their own skin. In short, watch for 
anything that looks out of place. She recommends a 
regularly scheduled, methodical self-assessment (For 
guidelines, check out the “how to spot skin cancer” 
infographic on next page, or at https://www.aad.org/
public/spot-skin-cancer/free-resources). 

You should be suspicious of any mole or lesion 
that itches, bleeds, hurts, changes appearance, or 
shows an asymmetrical color or texture. Have a 
doctor check moles that show irregular borders, keep 
growing, or look like bruises or injuries that won’t 
heal.

Keep in mind that melanomas can pop up in 
areas that don’t seem to get a lot of sun exposure, 
such as the genital area, the scalp, or beneath your 
nails.

If your doctor thinks a mole or spot looks 
suspicious, he or she will order a biopsy, in which 
a small sample of skin is removed to be examined 
in a lab. The biopsy will help determine whether 
melanoma is present and, if so, what its stage is. 
(The stage describes how deeply the melanoma has 
grown into the skin.)

Depending on severity of the cancer, 
treatment may range from a simple excision of the 
cancerous spot to a more elaborate combination 
of surgery, chemotherapy, radiation, or removal of 
affected lymph nodes.

How to prevent melanoma
Of course, it makes the most sense to avoid 

excessive UV exposure in the first place. That means 
limiting your sun exposure (especially between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.), avoiding tanning beds, 
and performing regular mole checks.

Another weapon in your melanoma-fighting 
arsenal is sunscreen. Read the label to ensure it has 
an SPF of 30 or higher, is broad spectrum (meaning 
it protects the skin from both ultraviolet A and 
ultraviolet B rays), and is water-resistant.

When applying sunscreen, don’t be stingy. 
Use one ounce (enough to fill a shot glass) to get 
adequate coverage. And reapply it every 40 to 80 

minutes, as even water-resistant sunscreens won’t 
hold up long to water sports, toweling off, or heavy 
perspiration.

As is often the case in health care, Bressler 
says, when it comes to your skin an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure.
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Pastor Rod Tornquist describes his Richville 
United Methodist Church’s building campaign as 
“Another Journey”, but it is really a remarkable series 
of events that involved a construction flaw, hard 
decisions, dedicated congregation members and 
inter-denominational kindness.

Richville’s United Methodist Church 
constructed their first building in 1904 and utilized 
that structure until a devastating fire occurred 
in 1952. They rebounded and built a new church 
that lasted until 2017 when they discovered the 
roof rafters were deteriorating, 
making the building unsafe, and 
it was razed. 

Fortunately, they had 
built a new addition housing 
church offices, fellowship hall, 
and their clothing mission. 
After reviewing options, the 
congregation decided to rebuild 
again, using the fellowship hall 
for a temporary worship location. 
Construction has begun and the 
new worship space is enclosed, 
ready for interior and exterior 
finishing, which will continue as 
funds become available. They 
anticipate a September 2019 
completion date. Through all 
of this, their important clothing 
mission continues to flourish and 
serve the community.

Benevolence  Honors
Perseverance

Story & Photos 
By Jerry Begley

Fiction writers could not write a better 
script for what happened next. In the midst of the 
building process, the church held a spaghetti supper 
fundraiser for the Richville community. Elizabeth 
Dunlap coordinated this effort, and invited relatives 
Jim and Betty Spanswick and  their daughter Debra 
Larson. Attending the supper, they became aware 
of the building program and a thought grew to a 
plan. Debra Larson is the Vice-President of the Leaf 
Mountain Lutheran Church council, 30 miles distant.  
Thinking her church might help, she raised the idea 

Construction progresses on new church addition

Temporary worship space in fellowship hall
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Jerry Begley is a retired Regional 
Director for a telecommunications 

company. He resides with his wife Diane 
on Stalker Lake and enjoys all 

outdoor activities.

with the Leaf Mountain Church 
Council and they agreed. 

The Leaf Mountain 
Church has a proud history of 
fundraising for special needs 
in the community, making 
sizable donations to the 
Battle Lake Child Care Center, 
Fergus Falls Veterans Home 
transportation bus, Battle 
Lake/Henning/Parkers Prairie 
food pantry and Parkers Prairie 
swimming pool. 

If you are not aware of 
how they fund their projects, you should attend their 
Mountain Man Church Dinner held every Memorial 
Day to see how a 30-member church accomplishes 
a large project. Myron Wickland coordinates the 
logistics for the meal and recruits come from many 
outside areas. Church members, sons, daughters, 
grandchildren and relatives assist the volunteers. 

Congregation President Mark Wickland 
describes their community mission: “To help out 
those in need in the local community.” 

This year the entire proceeds from the meal 
will be donated to the Richville Methodist Church 
building fund. More importantly in the two churches’ 
new relationship, Richville congregation members 
have been invited to help with the dinner and Pastor 
Rod has been invited to welcome participants.

 Congregation theme 
for new church

New worship area 

Successful clothing mission continues

“Catch The Spirit” is the theme for the 
Richville building campaign, and congregation 
members have donated many hours of labor to 
bring the new addition to its current state. They 
are not done yet and welcome any contributions to 
complete the process. Or you can support them at 
the “Mountain Man” dinner on Memorial Day, 11:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 43339 County Highway 6, 
Clitherall. 
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RK’s Prairie Café
& Catering Service

123 S. Otter Avenue
Parkers Prairie, MN

(218) 338-7297

Homemade Breakfast & Lunch with a 50’s themed
atmosphere. Well known for Buttermilk Pancakes.

Sunday Buffet & Event Catering.

Hours: Mon-Sat 6am-2pm & Sat-Sun: 8am-1pm       

Nootzi’s on Main
106 Main Street

Dent, MN
(218) 758-9492

Home Cooking ~ Fantastic
Caramel & Cinnamon Rolls

Where the Coffee and Food
are Served with a Smile!

Hours: Mon-Fri 6:30am-3pm & Sat-Sun: 6:30am-2pm       

Super 
Caramel Rolls!

Social’s Bar & Grill
1815 W. Lincoln Avenue

Fergus Falls, MN
(218) 998-7000

 Wing Wednesday 
 Widest Selection of Craft Beers, 14 Tap Beers 
 Fresh Handmade Pizza  Fabulous Burgers 

Wednesday Nights: Music Video Bingo - 7 p.m. 
Thursday Nights: Trivia - 7 p.m. 

FREE TO PLAY – WIN GIFT CARDS !

Enter to WIN a 

$25 Gift Card 
from one of these 
fine restaurants!

WIN  

~ Drawing held on August 15  ! ~ 

~ Spring 2019 Winners listed on page 6 ~

Underwood Quik-Stop
29346 State Highway 210, Underwood, MN

(218) 826-6311

Broasted Chicken ~ Homemade Desserts ~ Daily Specials
~ Pizza ~ Burgers ~ Tacos ~ Salads ~ Sandwiches ~

Hours: 6am - 9pm daily
Breakfast Hours: 6am - 11am daily

~ Online Ordering Available ~
www.underwoodquikstop.com Try our new Rocket Burger!
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Willy T’s Tavern & Grill
300 Thumper Lodge Road

Ottertail, MN
(218) 367-6508

Bring your appetite because Willy T’s is serving up plenty 
of delectable dishes & home-inspired favorites!

~ Full breakfast menu from 7am - 11am daily ~
~ Sandwiches ~ Burgers ~ Pasta ~ Pizza ~

~ Appetizers ~ Soups ~ Salads ~
~ Extensive Drink List ~ Imported & Domestic Beers ~~ A fun, casual atmosphere perfect for family meals or group dining ~

List all the restaurants where you’d love 
to eat, include your name, 

address & phone number. Email to:

Publisher@battlelakereview.com
OR mail to:

OTC Magazine
PO Box 99 Battle Lake, MN 56515

(If mailing, be sure to PRINT your name,
address & phone number clearly!)

to  Dine
Union Pizza & Brewing Co.

114 S. Union Avenue
Fergus Falls, MN

(218) 998-8888

~ Artisan wood-fired pizza~
~ Local & Regional Craft Beer ~

~ Homemade Appetizers & Desserts ~

Lunch: M-F 11am-1:30pm   Dinner: M-Th 4-9pm, Fri-Sat 4-10pm

A family-owned & operated pizzeria brew pub
specializing in:

 Come Check Us Out ! 

Z103 Bar & Grill
902 Frontier Drive
Fergus Falls, MN

(218) 998-7625

We’re the hot spot for entertainment in the Fergus Falls area!
(Visit z103barandgrill.com for events & specials)

~ Appetizers ~ Burgers ~ Sandwiches ~ 
~ Steaks ~ Salads ~ Pizza ~

 Hours: Mon, Tue & Thu: 3-11 ~ Wed & Fri: 3-midnight ~ Sat: noon-midnight ~ Sun: Closed
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Story & Photos by Becky Tighe

Vintage Photos courtesy Bonnie Ziese 
Brown, Rosa Zabel Graven, Tom Svarvari 
and Otter Tail County Historical Society

Deer Creek Town Hall 

Nibi–Washkesh:
the stream of the deer

Deer Creek 

Map courtesy of www.co.otter_tail.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/616

The quilt ladies from Trinity 
Lutheran were very helpful!
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Circa 1850: Local Ojibwa people 
named the creek Nibi-Washkesh, which 
translates as stream of the deer (“Deer 
Creek”). Local Native Americans were 
friends with some settlers, Thomas Carew 
in particular, who came to Deer Creek in 
1876. His cabin was visited by Indian men, 
their wives, and children who lived in the 
Rock Creek area and were known as 
“Little Rabbit’s Band.” They sometimes 
brought saddles of deer to trade and 
enjoyed what they called Kusha-a-kin 
(pork) at Carew’s home. 

African American Pioneers
Prince Albert Honeycutt, a former slave, joined Capt. James Compton 

and his family when they settled in the Fergus Falls area. The volunteer 
fireman and mayoral candidate’s wife, Lana, bore him two children before 
she died. One of them, May, taught at the Lyman School, District 102 in Oak 
Valley Township. She helped form the Deer Creek Women’s Study Club and 
volunteered at Salem Evangelical Church’s Sunday school and Ladies Aid, 
being “always interested in any civic and worthy cause which would make 
Deer Creek and vicinity a better place...” Honeycutt later married Nancy Ann 
Brown, daughter of Nelson Preston, an African-American Civil War veteran 
from Deer Creek, and had three more children. One, Rose Lillian, taught piano 
and school. She married B.A. Button (New York Mills) in 1910. (Paraphrase and 
quote from Deer Creek Centennial booklet’s account of an article written by Melissa 
Hermes in the Otter Tail Record, 1994.)

Deer Creek Township established 
A petition to create Deer Creek Township was submitted on August 13, 

1972. Its signers were Orin Hoyt, John Moore, T.F. Moore, Ferdinand Regan, 
T. Buckley, James Lamb, Zach Briner, Alex Watson, A.M. Stillman, Aleck 
Buckley, Ben Stillman, C.M. Morrison, James Gorman and J.H. Saunders. The 
township was organized and platted on July 1, 873. (Historical information and 
quotes are from Deer Creek Centennial booklet 1899-1999.)

Deer Creek Details
Location: 46.3911 N / 95.3214 W
Elevation: 1394 feet at the Deer 
                   Creek train station 
Zip code: 56527  
Area code: 218

Population:
1910: 313
Present: 322

Driving Distance from: 
Parkers Prairie - 16.8 miles 
Wadena - 26.7 miles 
Staples - 17.6 miles 

Nearby Bodies of Water:
Deer Creek, a tributary of the 
Leaf River

Churches:
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Trinity Lutheran Church  

Historic Baseball Team:
Deer Creek Cardinals, who won 
the MN Amateur Class B title at 
St. Cloud in 1970 

Annual Community Celebration:
Deer Trails Days (end of July) 

Ojibwa boy, circa 1875 
Photo courtesy Deer Creek 

Museum Collection

Early settlers in Deer Creek village
l-r: Charles Soule, Mrs. Kate Soule Hammond, 

Ed Soule. Soule’s First Addition and Soule’s 
Second Addition are a part of the village. 

C.B. Soule operated a restaurant in the village also.
Photo courtesy Karen Peterson, 
Rosa Zabel Graven Collection

Mrs. Giddings operated the North Star Hotel in 1894. 
She built what was known as the Rose Graven home.

Photo courtesy Karen Peterson, Rosa Zabel Graven Collection

Fertile plains lure farmers 
In 1916, John W. Mason published A History 

of Otter Tail County (B.F. Bowen & Co., Indianapolis, 
Indiana). He wrote that farm sizes in Deer Creek 
Township ranged from 80-500 acres. They were 
described as “well improved, with good buildings.” 
Unlike many Minnesota townships, Deer Creek has 
no lakes, a fact compensated for by “a greater 
acreage of good tillable land than any other township 
in the county” (Mason, p. 221). Deer Creek was on 
the Otter Tail Ox Cart Trail, which extended from 
Stillwater to Pembina. It was mostly known as a 
route from Fort Crow Wing (below Brainerd) to old 
Ottertail City (Deer Creek Centennial booklet 1899-
1999). 



children,” operating from 1930 to 1971. (Historical 
information and quotes are from Deer Creek Centennial 
booklet 1899-1999.)

Alpheus Stillman starts School District 38 
in 1872

Mr. Stillman, a prominent settler affiliated 
with the Latter Day Saints at Clitherall, MN, took 
a claim on the southwest quarter of section 14 in 
1865. The first school was a log cabin with “a dirt 
roof. A Miss Peck, who lived with the Bornes, was the 
first teacher.” The second school building became 
part of a private home. 

Almost simultaneously with the establishment 
of that school was the initiation of one “in Zach 
Breiner’s shanty in 1875.” Its teacher was Al Stewart 
of Wadena, age 21, who was also a hotel keeper in 
Wadena. By 1889 there were 44 pupils, and in 1890, 
$2,500 was raised to construct a frame building 
30 x 40 feet and two stories high. What later was 
known as “the old school” was built in 1920. It 
burned in 1953, destroyed in spite of the efforts of 
three fire departments to save it. Classes reopened 
in borrowed locations around Deer Creek only 17 
days later. Within a year, plans to build a new school 
were complete. (Historical information and quotes are 
from Deer Creek Centennial booklet 1899-1999.) 
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Trains, farms and industry 
“The village is on a branch of the Northern 

Pacific Railroad and was plotted by the owner, 
Francis McNamara and recorded May 28th, 1882 at 
the county seat.” Deer Creek was finally incorporated 
on December 26, 1899, by a meager majority (33-31 
vote). Its first industry was making railroad ties for 
track at Bluffton, extending westward. The business’ 
owner, Mr. C.D. Baker, employed at least nine out 
of ten of all men who were employed in and around 
Deer Creek. In winter of 1882, he shipped 108,000 
ties, 9,300 cords of wood, and 48,000 feet of pilings 
(estimated value: $70,000). C.D. Baker also had an 
“extensive” and “fine” store, which burned in 1882 
(estimated loss: $20,000). 

Oddly enough, Deer Creek already had made 
its own “railroad” before the NP branch was built. 
Only in use for a short time, it was made - rails and 
all - of wood. Its flatcars were constructed entirely of 
wood, including the wheels. “Its engine was a team 
of horses, who had a fine saw dust road to travel 
on.” There were two sawmills, one a mile out of Deer 
Creek, one in nearby Rock Creek. 

D.C. Milling, established in 1899, produced 
Harvest Flour. Wheat farming was the chief 
industry, and Deer Creek had two grain elevators: 
one corporate, one farmer-owned. Dairy farming 
began in 1901. A farmer-owned cheese factory 
flourished until 1924, but the impending Great 
Depression stunted economic growth, also killing off 
local sawmills. From 1908-1918, potatoes were a 
successful crop (100 carloads shipped in 1918), but 
price competition and a potato blight destroyed that 
business. 

“Very good brick” was produced by the Baker 
Brothers, four miles southwest of town. It was used 
to build the historic Fire Hall, now home of the Nibi-
Washkesh museum. Cement began to compete with 
brick, and heavy rain destroyed the brickyard in 
1914. Never rebuilt, its memory was preserved by 
the name of “Brick Yard Road.” Deer Creek started 
the Creamery Association in 1913, and had Otter Tail 
County’s first creamery. Gedney’s Deer Creek pickle 
factory “provided a good income for the women and 

Creamery
Photo courtesy Deer Creek 

Museum Collection

Deer Creek railroad depot 
Photo courtesy Deer Creek Museum

Historic Deer Creek 
Fire Hall (during roof 

repair - April 22, 
2019), now home of 
the Nibi-Washkesh 

Museum
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“Old school” fire January 2, 1953 
Photo courtesy Deer Creek 

Museum Collection

Deer Creek Public School today

School District 90, circa 1918. 
Pearl (Zabel) Boge was the teacher.

Photo courtesy Bill Grinnel, 
Rosa Zabel Graven Collection

Deer Creek Churches
The German Methodists organized and built 

Deer Creek’s first church (later called the Methodist 
Episcopal Church). They held their first meeting in 
1887 and built a church in 1890. Their first pastor, 
Rev. John Knight, was a doctor. He traveled 26 miles 
from his home in Wadena to minister to his Deer 
Creek people. Settlers came to church in ox-drawn 
wagons. 

Salem United Brethren Church was organized 
in 1891, first building a church a mile north of town 
in 1892, then building again in 1909. They later 
merged with the German Methodist Congregation. 
In 2018, the United Methodist Church announced its 
intention to merge with the Wadena United Methodist 
congregation and their hope to relocate on Hwy. 29. 

The Evangelical Lutherans, a German-speaking 
congregation (now Trinity Lutheran Church LCMS) 
first met in William Rodekuhr’s home on January 
27, 1915. By 1917, there were “17 voting members 
and 70 souls.” Reverend A.E. Agather pastored Oak 
Valley and Deer Creek congregations for $200 a 
year. The Methodist Church shared its building with 
the Lutherans until they completed their own. It was 
dedicated on July 21, 1918. (Historical information and 
quotes are from Deer Creek Centennial booklet 1899-1999 

Trinity Lutheran Church
Photo courtesy Trinity Lutheran

Methodist Church & parsonage,
built in 1890 

Photo [#2413] from the collections of the 
Otter Tail County Historical Society

Deer Creek Public School
Photo courtesy 
Tom Svarvari

and church history provided by Trinity Lutheran Church 
LCMS of Deer Creek.)
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Becky Tighe left advertising to volunteer 
with Christian non-profit ministries 

in Romania and Austria for 7 years. 
Returning to Minnesota, she settled in 

Battle Lake. She likes spending time 
with her 10 grandkids and living among 

BL’s wonderful people. 

Memorial Park 
honors veterans

Names engraved on stones 
bordering sidewalk at Memorial Park

Birdseye view of Deer Creek
Photo courtesy Deer Creek Museum Collection

Main Street view
Photo courtesy Tom Svarvari

Grant-in-Aid 
Snowmobile Trail 
near Deer Creek
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al leyes for     veryone

Story & Photos By Jerry Begley
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The walleye fillets that hit your frying pan 
on May 11th may have started their journey at the 
Walker Lake Hatchery three to four years ago. The 
walleyes nurtured at the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) hatchery supply many lakes in the 
Red River Valley watershed area, and contribute 
greatly to the local economy, fun times on the lake 
and great food.

Over a century ago, the DNR started the 
walleye hatching program on property now known 
as Pleasure Park on Otter Tail Lake. Sixty years later, 
the operation was moved to its current location 
on the Dead River near Walker Lake. Walker Lake 
Hatchery is one of 17 in the state that provides over 
13 species of fish.  

 There is a precise science involved in the 
process of trapping mature walleyes and raising 
healthy young fish, but it’s still controlled by Mother 
Nature. The length of daytime sunlight and water 
temperature triggers their maternal instinct and 
starts their journey to spawning areas, which lasts 
from three to four weeks. 

The DNR Area Fisheries Division intercepts 
the fish at the Dead River location and detours the 
process into the Hatchery. At this point, they have 
constructed an elaborate trapping system, holding 
cribs and processing area to retrieve eggs and milt 
(sperm) and start fertilization. Fish are trapped 
overnight and held in pens until the daily selection 
process is complete. 

During this time, the Dead River is not ‘dead’, 
as they process 1,500 males and 300 females each 
day until the lake stocking objectives are met. The 
outside catch, strip and fertilization process is labor 
intensive and must take place regardless of weather 
conditions. During daylight hours the trap nets are 
lifted and natural migration continues.

Once inside the hatchery, a detailed culturing 
procedure starts to ensure the fertilized eggs grow 
safely to stocking size. The numbers are impressive: 
there are 264 hatching jars holding over 18 million 
eggs!

Eggs are held from 14 to 18 days in the 
temperature-controlled jars, then travel through 
inspection tanks for ultimate release. The hatchery 
infrastructure is continually updated. Innovative 
water temperature control systems are in place to 
control the egg holding time. Environmental impacts 
have also changed the process: the water used in 
the hatchery previously was pumped directly from 
the river; now it is filtered with 35-micron filters and 
managed by a bio-security system to prevent the 
spread of invasive species and Viral Hemorrhagic 
Septicemia disease. During the 14-18 day span, the 
hatchery is staffed 24 hours a day to monitor the 
development.

al leyes for     veryone

DNR river processing station



34 / OTC Magazine / Summer 2019 

The fish are not ready for your frying pan 
quite yet. Fry (baby fish) are released to holding 
ponds where they will be harvested as fingerlings 
in the fall, with over 4,200 pounds scheduled to be 
stocked in 11 lakes. Another 24 million fry will be 
directly released to 35 lakes. They will take over four 
years to mature to 14-inch walleyes.  

Minnesota has more walleye, walleye lakes 
and walleye anglers than any other state. These 
anglers harvest over 3.5 million walleye, and  the 
DNR process supplements the natural reproduction.  
So the next time you use your skill and secrets to 
catch the “Wily Walleye,” remember the hard work 
and expertise it took to put it in front of your hook.

Walleyes patiently waiting

Part of the 
daily catch

Harvesting the eggs

Area Fisheries Supervisor Jim Wolters 
expains the operation to visitors
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Jerry Begley is a retired Regional 
Director for a telecommunications 
company and resides with his wife 

Diane on Stalker Lake. He resides with 
his wife Diane on Stalker Lake and 

enjoys all outdoor activities.

Walleye trapping system

Coating fertilized eggs with Bentonite for protection

Mixing the delicate eggs and milt 
with a turkey feather

Jim Wolters sorting walleyes

Processed eggs maturing 
in hatchery

Hatchery 
filtration 
system
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I thought my “trip of a lifetime” 
was when I visited my daughter in 
Ireland for two weeks in June 2016. I 
stayed with her and she drove us on 
sightseeing tours all over the island. 
It was an amazing experience, and 
I’ve yearned go back ever since.

Fast forward to March 2019, 
when I returned to the Emerald Isle 
for the entire month. This time, it was 
a solo adventure, my 70th birthday gift 
to myself. I learned to drive on the 
“wrong” side of the road. I stayed at 
eight different B&Bs, explored parts 
of Ireland I hadn’t seen the last time, 
and met many wonderful people. But in addition to 
sightseeing, this time I was on a mission: to search 
for ancestors. 

First, I hoped to find a trace of my father’s 
great-great-grandfather, John Nicholas Hoey. He 
was born about 1811 and had emigrated to Canada 
by 1831. My previous research indicated he may 
have come from one of five different counties: 
Cavan, Fermanagh, Louth, Monaghan or Armagh - all 
in a region known a century ago as South Ulster. 

The search began at the 
Genealogy Centre at Enniskillen 
Castle in County Fermanagh. 
Volunteer genealogists found some 
clues to get me started. And, of 
course, I explored the castle and 
museum.

Story by Joy Minion
Photos by Joy Minion and 
Otter Tail County Historical Society

Ancestry Search :  Ireland, Here I Come !

Medieval cemetery at 12th century Aghowle Church in County Wicklow, Ireland

Genealogy Centre at Enniskillen Castle, 
Enniskillen, Northern Ireland

Exploring the graveyard at the 
church at Kildrumferton (above) 

with Patrick Hoey (left) 

View of the River Erne from my balcony 
at Portfora Wharf in Enniskillen
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From there I went to County Cavan, where 
my B&B host made some phone calls, resulting in 
a meeting with my first real live Hoey (pronounced 
“Ho-ee”).  We explored a couple of old church grave-
yards, looking for Hoeys. No luck - the inscriptions 
on the gravestones were unreadable. 

Next stop: the County Cavan Museum in 
Ballyjamesduff. Great exhibits (especially the WWI 
trenches re-creation), but no Hoeys to be found. It 
wasn’t a total loss though - the road between Cavan 
and Ballyjamesduff was an AMAZING rollercoaster 
ride - seven miles of up-and-down, twist-and-turn, 
narrow little roads with no shoulders - exhilarating! 
Especially when meeting a big lorry on a curve!! It 
was so bad, I just had to drive it twice. I love driving 
in Ireland - never a dull moment! My only regret is 
that I don’t have photos of those roads - there was 
never a convenient place to pull over to capture the 
incredible views...in fact, there was seldom any room 
to pull over, period! What often passes for a main 
road between villages, we’d probably describe as a 
minimum maintenance road. Lots of fun, though...
and you never know what you might see around the 
next curve!

One day I drove up to the Mellon Centre 
for Immigration Studies in Omagh, Northern 

Ireland, where a 
researcher found 
reams of info 
about Hoeys in 
general, including 
cemetery records, 
but nothing I 
could prove 
belonged to “my” 
Hoey. 

The last 
stop on the Hoey 
Trail was at the 
County Louth 
Library in Dundalk, 
north of Dublin, 
where I found 
cemetery records 
for oodles of Hoeys, 
indicating a higher 

concentration in that region and around Dublin. 
For future reference, I got the name of a local 
genealogist who could help search.

Conclusion: 1) Tracing Irish ancestry can 
be tricky, because many church baptismal and 
death records were burned during “the Troubles.”             
2) Since my Hoey was in Canada by 1831, and died 
in Illinois enroute to Iowa in the mid-1850s, more 
research is needed in those areas (guess where I’m 
going this summer?). 

Next time I go back to Ireland, hopefully I’ll 
be armed with more definitive information. I may 
not have found “my” branch of the Hoeys this trip, 
but my wanderings in each of the five counties sure 
gave me a feel for where they may have lived! If and 
when I learn a definite ancestral location, I’ll know 
exactly what to expect - I’ll be coming “home.”

View of Ballyjamesduff from Museum
County Cavan Museum

Such a treat to leave 
blizzardy Minnesota 
to find daffodils 
blooming everywhere 
along the roadside!

While in County Cavan I visited many interesting 
places like the ruins of Castle Saunderson

St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration in 

Doonbeg

A short stretch of 
the one-lane track 

that led to my 
“Enchanted Garden” 
B&B near Westport
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After spending a week 
touring the west coast of Ireland, 
I was ready to begin my second 
ancestor search. I hoped to find 
out more about the Minion family, 
starting with great-great-
grandfather Arthur Minion (below). 

            I had researched the Minion family 
                         in the early 1980s (before 
                           computers!). I’d written a history 
                            of our branch and had organized 
                             several reunions, so I was armed 
                             with much more information 
                             for this search. Unlike my Hoey
                            ancestor, we knew where Arthur 
                           Minion had been born: County 
                         Carlow. We knew he was born 
                     about 1803, but had no idea of exactly 
where or the names of his parents/siblings. We knew 
he had emigrated to Canada when he was 20, and to 
Minnesota in 1865, but had no other details of his life 
in Ireland except that he may have been a weaver.

I chose Laurel House, an amazing B&B in the 
middle of County Carlow, as my base of operations. 
The first stop in search of Arthur was the County 
Library in Carlow, where I spent parts of two days 
with Bernie, a well-known genealogist. She found 
quite a few land records, which indicated Arthur 
may have come from the Tullow area. I was hot on 
Arthur’s trail, but needed more info!

When visiting with my B&B host, Diana, about 
my plans to go to the Tullow Library next, something 
unbelievable happened: she said her great-aunt 
Fanny had married a Minion! Talk about providence! 
Diana had made some calls, and gave me the names 
of several possible relatives. She advised me to stop 
at a place called Rathwood near Tullow, and ask for 
Patrick Keough. Rathwood is a smaller version of 

the Mall of America, a destination stop for busloads 
of visitors (www.rathwood.com). Patrick is the 
owner/general manager. So, off to Tullow I went. 
The librarian was helpful with some general info, 
and one of the library patrons overheard us talking 
about Minions and said he knew of some living near 
Shillelagh, a few miles down the road, but wasn’t 
sure exactly where. Both advised me to find Patrick.

Next stop: Rathwood, where I met Patrick. He 
not only had heard about the Minion brothers I was 
looking for, but took me to one of his employees in 
the restaurant - who turned out to be a next-door 
neighbor! She gave me directions to the Minion farm, 
along with her cell phone number in case I got lost. 

Before I left, Patrick graciously gave me 
the business card of a researcher who had worked 
extensively with the history of the Irish in that area 
who had emigrated to Canada in the early 1800s, 
and requested I let him know “how I got on.” (So 
typical of the Irish I met - can you imagine the 
owner/manager of a huge shopping mall in the 
States taking time to help someone find possible 
relatives who might live somewhere in the area?)

After some wrong turns and unplanned 
explorations, I arrived, unannounced, at the farm 
of bachelor brothers, Ken and John Minion. After 
visiting a few minutes outside, they invited me in, 
brought out piles of old family photos, shared family 
history details, and gave me names/phone numbers 
of their siblings! So typical of Irish hospitality. Then 
Ken took me to a couple of old church cemeteries 
where their Minion ancestors were buried. I still 

Cliffs of Kilkee, part of an 
8-hour tour given by Patrick, 

my B&B host at Bally V 
House near Liscannor

On our way to Loop Head Lighthouse, Patrick 
(on left) took roads he hadn’t ever been on, 
nearly got stuck as he maneuvered to give 
me a better photo angle, and even went 
off-road for a bit, bouncing our way through 
massive water-filled potholes for about a 
mile. Great fun!

Above: Bernie
Left: County Carlow 

Library

Cherry trees were 
blooming in Tullow - 

a beautiful sight!
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didn’t have the missing link to connect their branch 
with ours, but was getting closer!

That night I called Kevin, the researcher 
Patrick had recommended. We visited for awhile, 
then Kevin suggested I meet him and his wife, 
Eleanor, for lunch the next day. He’d started looking 
for Minions right after we’d talked - at lunch, he 
handed me a couple dozen printouts of baptism and 
marriage certificates he’d found in a preliminary 
search. He’d also created a family tree based on 
the info he’d found so far. Not only had he found 
“my” Minion, but some of his siblings, their parents, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles! Presto, the Minion 
family tree just went back two more generations!!

The next day, my last in County Carlow, we 
met at Rathwood for morning tea with Patrick before 
Kevin and Eleanor took me on a tour of cemeteries 
and the estates and surrounding areas where the 
Minion ancestors had lived and worked along the 
borders of County Carlow and County Wicklow. It’s 

so nice to finally pinpoint where Arthur came from 
and to see what the countryside looks like! 

Kevin had just finished writing a book about 
the Irish from the Tullow/Shillelagh/Rathvilly area 
who emigrated to Canada, so he has an incredible 
knowledge base. He confirmed our family lore that 
the first Minions in Ireland were likely Huguenots 
escaping persecution in France. I’m still missing 
some details linking the different Minion branches in 
Ireland, Canada, America and Australia, so I’ve hired 
Kevin to do some in-depth research this summer. 

Minion farm nestled in the foothills of 
the Blackstairs Mountains and near the 
southern end of the Wicklow Mountains

Ken Minion at St. Michael’s, the “new” 
Aghold (Aghowle) church, built in 

1716. Some of Elvis Presley’s 
ancestors were members here.

Holy Trinity Church at Ardoyne, 
where many Minions are buried

Tea in The Merry 
Tree Restaurant at 

Rathwood with 
(l-r) Patrick, Kevin 

and Eleanor

With Ken at Aghowle 
church ruins and cemetery

Obscure lane 
leading to 

Aghowle Church

Minion 
ledger 
(flat 

grave-
stone) 

at 
Ardoyne 
Church 

Entrance to the farm on 
the Lisnavaugh estate, 
where Minion ancestors 

worked - they never 
would have been allowed 

at the manor house!

Lisnavaugh manor house near Rathvilly. 
Lisnavaugh was an 80,000-acre estate established 

in the 17th century - workers, including French 
Huguenots, lived on and near the estate



40 / OTC Magazine / Summer 2019 

I spent my last few days in Ireland doing 
some sightseeing around Dublin and working on 
organizing all of the family history research I had 
accumulated over the past few weeks, thinking my 
search had come to an end for this trip. 

Then, through Facebook, I finally made 
contact with another relative and back to County 
Carlow I went to meet Marion Minion (below) at her 
home near Clogrennane. 
Like the others, she 
shared family history 
and old photos, and 
took me to another
cemetery. We’re
thinking the next Minion 
reunion should be in Ireland!

Conclusion: family history research is like 
unraveling a mystery - you find a clue and follow the 
trail - sometimes you hit a dead end and have to 
backtrack, and sometimes you get lucky, hit the 
jackpot, and find answers!

While travel to far-off places is exciting, it 
isn’t necessary to begin a search for ancestors. In 
this age of computers and DNA research, it’s easy to 
get started. Ancestry.com is a great place to begin. 
Check it out and see what you can find. Or just 
Google an ancestor’s name or look on Facebook - you 
might get lucky! If you know where your ancestor 
came from, search online for genealogy centers and 
historical societies in that area. Not computer-savvy? 
No problem! There’s a great resource right here in 
our county: the Otter Tail County Historical Society 
(OTCHS).

OTCHS is located on Lincoln Avenue in Van 
Dyk Park, Fergus Falls. According to its website, 
the Society’s services include an “exhibit gallery, 
educational outreach program, special public 
programs, archival and object collections, and a 
genealogical and local history research library.”

Organized in 1927, OTCHS moved from the 
county courthouse basement to its present location 
in the early 1970s. Since that time, the research 
library has grown considerably.

Kathy Evavold, OTCHS Curator of Collections, 
graciously agreed to share some ideas about starting 
a family history search.

Q: If someone has little knowledge of 
their family history, where do you suggest they 
start?

A: “We recommend starting with what you 
know and moving backward in history. If possible, 
the researcher should interview family members. 
Although memories are not always accurate, it is 
best to get that information while it is still possible. 
Names, dates and other facts can be checked and 
verified by records later. This is also a great time to 
start collecting photographs from relatives.

Once that is done, and if at all possible, we 
recommend going to the places your ancestors lived: 
to local historical societies, historical organizations 
and county offices that can provide site-specific 
and unique resources. While there is an incredible 
amount of information available online (and more 
becomes available daily), that research can be done 
at any time and will only grow over time, but there is 
a treasure trove of records still only available locally.”

Just a small portion of the National Botanic Gardens 
in Dublin (above left) - I spent half a day there and 

saw only a few of the many buildings and over 15,000 
specimens.Amazing place! Two of my favorites were 

Orchids (far left) and Bird of Paradise (left)



Q: How can you help someone learn 
about their family roots in Otter Tail County?

A: “Many people are not aware that the Otter 
Tail County Historical Society has a research library 
and that our library has been arranged with the 
genealogist in mind. Not only do we have a flexible 
system in place for anyone to use, we also have 
staff who can help direct researchers through our 
collection of resources. Local history and genealogy 
go hand-in-hand. The staff uses these same 
resources when they develop exhibits and programs 
or research their own collections.”

Q: Is family history research only for the 
computer-literate?

A: “Researchers who come to the Otter Tail 
County Historical Society without any computer 
experience are very welcome. While we have 
computers and are actively using them to index and 
make resources available, there are still many paper 
resources available to researchers. 
One of the first resources we hand 
to people are our family history files, 
which are filled with paper materials 
- including obituaries, biographical 
information, newspaper clippings, 
and various other resources.”
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To learn more about the services 
OTCHS offers, stop in, call, email, 

or visit their website:

Otter Tail County Historical Society 
1110 Lincoln Avenue W.

Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537

Phone: 218.736.6038
Email: otchs@prtel.com
Website: www.otchs.org

Joy Minion is a freelance editor and the 
designer for OTC Magazine. She suffers 

from genealogy pox, a contagious 
disease with no known cure. Wandering 

around cemeteries and other strange 
places helps ease the symptoms.

Q: Can you help with family history 
research outside of the county?

A: “While Otter Tail County residents are our 
priority and we only collect materials pertaining to 
Otter Tail County and surrounding counties where 
our residents have connections, as well as general 
Minnesota History, we can help genealogists reach 
outside Otter Tail County. We have a subscription to 
Ancestry.com, and can assist and direct researchers 
to other online resources. We also collect family 
history books, which often reach well beyond Otter 
Tail County.”

Otter Tail County Historical Society (left) 
and Research Library (far left)
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Events
Battle Lake
Wednesdays, June 5-August 28: Turtle Races 11am
Thursdays, June 6-27, July 11-August 15: 
 Free Concerts
Saturdays: Farmer’s Market 9-noon Memorial Day 
 Weekend-season end

June  12: Beginning Canoeing - Glendalough 
           12: Junior Naturalist program - Glendalough
  15: Rocky’s Fishing Friends - Phelps Mill 
  15-16: All-City Garage Sale
           15-16: Lions Fishing Tourney
  22: Archery in the Park - Glendalough 

July    10 & 24: Junior Naturalist program - 
      Glendalough State Park
  10 & 24: Beginning Canoeing - Glendalough  
   13-14: Phelps Mill Festival
           19-21: Art of the Lakes Studio Tour
  20: Archery in the Park - Glendalough 
  22-29: DanceBARN Festival & Activities
           26-28: Wenonga Days 

 27: Prospect House Museum - Civil War 
       Celebration

August  7: Junior Naturalist program - 
           Glendalough
        7: Beginning Canoeing - Glendalough
               10: Arts and Crafts Affair - Railroad Park
      31: Gathering of the Airplanes - BL airport

Dalton
June  22: Summerfest 

July    4: Patriotic Program & Sing-Along

August  9: Haining’s of Branson Concert

September  6-8: LRPTA Threshing Show

Deer Creek
July   27: Deer Trails Day

So many area events, 
so little space! 

Please check local newspapers 
for more events.

Erhard
July  4: 4th of July Celebration - Parade 11am

Fergus Falls
Wednesdays 2-5:30pm & Saturdays 9am-1pm: 
Farmers Market - OTCHS lawn
Thursdays: Concerts in the Park - Roosevelt Park

June  1: Lake Region Run Half Marathon & 5k
  1: National Trails Day Sunset Hike, 7:30pm - 
      PWLC 
  1-29: Earth View from Orbit Exhibit - 
           FF Library
           7-9: Summerfest
           14: Relay for Life 
  17-22: Cyclone Centennial Days
  18-20: Summer Explorers Biology Camp - 
             PWLC
  22: Paddlefest, Otter Tail River 10am-2pm
  26-30:  Children’s Theatre: 
              Disney’s Mulan Jr. - AC4TA

July    17-20: West Otter Tail County Fair
  19-21: Skate Central Lakes Endurance 
    Festival
  26: Fireflies Walk - PWLC
  26: Pebble Lake Youth Triathlon  ages 7-15
   30: Summer Community Theatre: Oliver - 
        AC4TA

August  1-4: Summer Community Theatre: 
    Oliver - AC4TA
                4: Classic Car Show, Kirkbride Park                 
       4-10: MN Waterfowl Assn. Woodie Camp,
       PWLC  youth ages 13-15
                10: 4K & 7 Beers Ago Fun Run
                16: Outer Space Open Golf Scramble - 
    Pebble Lake Golf Course
       29: Art on Lincoln - downtown FF

September  12: Y’s Folks Flapjack Supper - 
           FF YMCA



Perham:
Wednesdays 10:30: Turtle Races
Wednesdays 8-1 & Fridays 10-5 - Farmer’s Market

June  1: Carp Bowfishing Tournament
    12-16: Turtle Fest
    22: Kinship Average Jo Triathlon
             23: Annual Rib Cook Off

July  4: Fireworks - Fairgrounds 10pm
          12: Relay for Life - Perham HS Track
 18: BBQ, Pie & Ice Cream Social, 4-7 -
       Calvary Lutheran Church
          25-28: East Otter Tail County Fair
          27: Tuffy Nelson Golf Tourney 

August  2-3: Crazy Days
                15-16: Pioneer Days
       15-16: Black Powder Rendezvous - 
                  Pioneer Village

September  1-3: Labor Day Sidewalk Sales

Underwood
June  1: City-Wide Garage Sale

Vergas
August  8-11: Looney Daze & Parade

September  1: Open Air Ballfield Bash

Vining
August  17: Watermelon Day
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Frazee
July  26-28: Turkey Days

Henning
July   12-14: Henning Festival
 13: 12th Annual 5K Run 

New York Mills
June  7: Walking Tour
  8: Ronald McDonald Ride
            8: Great American Think Off 
  21-23: H-10 Baseball Classic

July  12: Summer Festival
 16: Annual Civic & Commerce Corn Feed
 16-17: Book Sale - Library

August  24-25: Annual Finn Creek Festival

Ottertail
August  3-4: Otterjam
       10-11: Otterfest

Pelican Rapids
Tuesdays: Minnow Races 10am June 10–August 26
Tuesdays & Fridays: Farmers Market - Downtown

June  6: Lake Country Cruisers Classic Car Show
    8: Running WILD Trail Run - Maplewood  
             22: Friendship Festival
    28-29: Pelican Fest

July  6: Lake Country Cruisers Classic Car Show 
          27: Art in the Park – Peterson & Sherin Park

August  10: Pelican Fly-In/Drive-In - 
              Pelican Rapids Airport

September  28: North Country Trail Hike, 10am -
           Maplewood State Park
     28-29: Leaf Days - Maplewood
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