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They say April showers bring May flowers. Well, 
Boomer couldn’t wait so he jumped into some 
artificial ones we use on the deck. Not only can’t 
he wait for flowers, but he also can’t wait to stop 
wearing a mask and getting back to some sense 
of normal again. I guess he is really speaking for 
all of us right now. With the anticipation of the 
spring season, I think we are even more excited 
for this pandemic to come to an end. Between the 
shots and the immunity of the many people already 
having had Covid, we should hear better news going 
forward. It would be just in time for us all to enjoy a 
great summer season like we used to here in lakes 
country.

The winter this year was pretty uneventful, 
with not much snow and decent temperatures - 
except for that late cold snap. It was a bad year 
for the snowmobile folks since we really did not 
have much snow to sled on … maybe next year. 
I have heard that one good thing coming from 
this pandemic is the fact that a lot more people 
reconnected with the outdoors again. I have seen 

Otter
Tales

a record number of fish houses on the lakes. From 
camping to skiing, many more families got out of the 
house and found something to do that did not involve 
a crowd. They found out some things we already 
knew about enjoying the great outdoors. There are 
unlimited things to do, and quite frankly, nothing 
more scenic than just enjoying being outside free of 
phones and computers (I hope). Heard gardening is 
making a big comeback too … never left up here.

This issue of OTC has more interesting stories 
again. We have a Hawaii cruise/photo journey to 
remind us all of what those winter vacations used to 
look like and hope we can take again soon. Next up 
is an artist who can belt out portraits in less than one 
hour. She should be on a beach somewhere making 
a killing by drawing passing beach tourists. We also 
have a recipe that will insure you never go naked …
on a chip again.

I now understand why my father-in-law 
always talked about the old cars from the ‘50s 
whenever he would see them on the street. Now 
I catch myself doing the same thing to my kids - 
except I talk about the cars from the ‘60s and ‘70s. 
Our story of the Windels family selling their car 
collection last fall reminded me of this. It was quite 
a collection, but they did keep a few. One of them 
was a ‘66 Chevy Impala Super Sport, which just 
happened to be my first car. The name just sounded 
cool, even though the car didn’t have much muscle 
with a 283 for an engine. But it was my first car and 
I’m still very attached to it. I might have to call the 
Windels and see if they would sell me that ‘66 just 
for old time’s sake. In the meantime, stay well and 
get outside to enjoy a great Minnesota spring.     

— Ed Pawlenty, OTC Publisher

Have a great story idea?
Want to share a special photo?

Email your story ideas 
and photos to:

Publisher@battlelakereview.com

or mail to:

OTC Magazine
PO Box 99

Battle Lake, MN 56515

Thanks for reading OTC!

Love classic cars? 

Proud to own one (or more), 
like Ron & Carol Windels 

of New York Mills? 
(See story on page 8.) 

Send your classic car photos to be 
featured in a future issue of OTC! 

Email or mail your photo to the address at left. 
Please include your name and a caption.
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Carol’s 1968 Pontiac Firebird

Minnesota Boy
Ron Windels was a Minnesota boy … one of 
the many of the baby-boom generation born after 
World War II who came of age during the Beatles 
and classic-car era, although the cars were not called 
classic then, just cars.  

By the time Ron graduated from high school 
in 1966, cars from the late ‘50s and early ‘60s were 
becoming classics. As a kid, this farm boy from New 
York Mills and eldest of six admired those guys with 
a nice car; Ron even had a huge collection of scale- 
model cars. Imagine Ron’s thrill as a teenager when 
he became one of those guys with a nice car – a 
yellow 1962 Chevrolet Impala Convertible! 

Life was simple: Friday night lights, rivalries 
among neighboring sports teams, homework, 
crushes, cars, dances, and graduation open houses. 
Little did he know his life was about to become more 
complicated.   

 

A Classic Car Love StoryA Classic Car Love Story                                  

Story & Photos by Reba GilliandStory & Photos by Reba Gilliand

1962 Chevrolet Impala Convertible – 
the car that started it all
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Iowa Girl Meets Minnesota Boy
Carol, Iowa born and bred, moved to the Twin 

Cities after high school graduation to earn a degree 
in Radiology Technology. The move was about to seal 
her fate: a friend and classmate introduced 19-year-
old Carol to Ron Windels from New York Mills, 
Minnesota. 

Even as Carol immersed herself in the degree 
program at Methodist Hospital, she and Ron started 
dating. Before she graduated, wedding bells rang for 
the lovebirds.

Wedded Bliss on Hold 
Unfortunately, the bells did not ring in wedded 

bliss … at least not yet. By 1968, the Vietnam War 
was in full swing and the Tet Offensive begun. Young 
men in the United States were obligated to enter 
the draft lottery. As luck would have it, less than 
two weeks after their marriage, Ron found himself in 
Army basic training and then the Mekong Delta.

It was January 1969 when Ron’s patrol unit 
came under fire. He was wounded in the firefight 
and airlifted out of Vietnam. After eight months in 
a military hospital in Colorado to repair a shattered 
arm, Ron was released from the Army. His combat 
wound earned him a Purple Heart and the Army 
Commendation Medal for Heroism. 

Meanwhile, Carol, back home in Iowa, tells 
Ron they are expecting.

Homecoming
Ron returned home to a new bride and a 

baby girl. The only thing missing was his yellow 
1962 Chevrolet Impala 
Convertible—his 
parents sold it while he 
was in Vietnam. Minus 
convertible, the young 
family started life 
together in Sebeka on 
a farm; Carol recalls: 
it was a primitive one 
with no running water.

She laughs 
when she remembers 
those days: “I was 
a city gal and here I 
was on a farm.” Carol 
says her mother-in-law 
taught her a lot … such 
as potatoes do not 
grow on vines.

Career Years
As a radiology 

technologist, Carol had 

no difficulty finding a   job. She worked in area clinics 
and hospitals throughout her career, retiring in 2010 
from Tri-County Hospital after ten years as Radiology 
Department Manager.

Meanwhile, Ron, new husband and father, 
took a job at the grain elevator in New York Mills to 
supplement a farm income. His military service was 
about to serve him well, though. His GI rating earned 
him the opportunity to apply for a job with the postal 
service, which he turned into a 30-year career as 
Bluffton postmaster.

Ron and Carol were blessed with three more 
children – two girls and a boy – and a full life. 
Between raising kids, full-time jobs and farming, the 
two hardly had time for more. But Ron still heard the 
siren call of that 1962 Chevrolet Impala convertible.

Ron Answers the Siren Call
By the late ‘80s, Ron was able to indulge his 

passion for classic cars. A ’66 Impala convertible? 
He bid on it at an auction west of Park Rapids. A 
’57 Chevrolet convertible? Originally from Texas, he 
purchased it in Dent. A ’61 Impala convertible? He 
bought it over the Internet. A ’60 Impala convertible? 
Ron and Carol drove to Detroit, Michigan, to pick it 
up.

As a “Chevrolet man,” Ron set out to own 
Chevrolet convertibles of every year from 1955 
to 1970—a goal he met. He finally came across a 
’62 Impala convertible like the one he owned as a 
teenager, except for the color - this one was red.

But Ron hasn’t limited himself to Chevrolets. 
His collection contains Ford convertibles, a purple 
1970 Dodge Charger he found online at a car dealer 
in Clearwater, Florida, and a 1939 Crosley, the 1st-
ever American-made compact car. 

1939 Crosley



10 / OTC Magazine / Spring 2021

Carol’s pride and joy is a 1968 Firebird (p. 8), 
a car she intended to buy when Ron was in Vietnam, 
but he was wounded. Ron eventually gave her one as 
a Christmas gift. 

The entire collection contains dozens of 
classic cars as well as small farm tractors. Ron says 
he’s bought most of the cars as junk and had them 
restored and, of course, insured; it is an investment 
of time and money, but well spent. 

Classic Cars – A Lifestyle
Classic car buffs do more than collect and 

restore old cars – they live the lifestyle.
Ron and Carol belong to Midnight Cruisers, 

the classic car club in Detroit Lakes where members 
gather regularly for shows and events. 

Ron says he loves going to shows to chat 
with other owners, see the cars, and talk with car 
enthusiasts, especially those young 
people interested in classic cars.  

He and Carol enjoy cruising 
with fellow car buffs as part of 
Cruise DL Night, and they typically 
go to the Minnesota State Fair to the   
Back to the ‘50s car show. Each 
year, there are regional car shows, 
parades, Car Show & Swap events, 
and Fall Leaf Runs.

Carol even extended the 
classic-car lifestyle to quilting. She 
took photos of some of their classic 
car collection, copied them onto 
fabric, and made a quilt! 

Sweet Retirement
In 2007, Ron and Carol 

bought an 80-acre farm just north of 
New York Mills. It was close to Ron’s 
heart because his father had owned 
it in 1951. Carol set about designing 
their dream home and Ron, a 
building for his classic car collection. 

They settled in and, after 
retirement, became snowbirds. Ron 
and Carol spend summers on the 
farm (see cover photo), and winters 
in Mesa, Arizona. Ron says, some 
of the same car buffs they know in 
Minnesota winter in Mesa. Although 
they transport one or two classic 

cars to Mesa for cruising, most cars 
spend winters lovingly stored in Ron’s 
cavernous car garage on the farm. 

Even as snowbirds, the 
Windels remain a close-knit family. 
Their three girls and grandkids, 
as well as Ron’s mother and two 
sisters, live in New York Mills. Their 
son who lives in Portland, Oregon, 
(who also has the “car bug”) keeps 
in touch. During winter months, 
family members visit Mesa from 
time to time. Carol says that on their 
50th wedding anniversary their four 
children threw them a surprise party 
in Mesa!
End of an Era

Fall 2020 brought about a  
huge change to the Windels: Ron 
sold his classic car collection! He 

To see some of Ron’s cars, 
go to Lakestv3 series 

These Old Wheels (2012) 
with host Rod Boyer on YouTube

right: Carol’s Classic Car Quilt 

below:Carol with ‘Midnight Cruisers’ Jacket
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Nothing better than a good 
love story and the Windels 

have it in spades - each 
other, family, and those 

beautiful classic cars! What 
a pleasure to meet them.

says: “Old cars don’t just sit there. You 
have to drive them, run a tank of gas 
through them every year. You get in 
one and invariably something doesn’t 
work; it’s constant – after all, they ARE 
old cars.”

Ron worked with VanDerBrink 
Auctions for a live and online auction 
on September 19, 2020. But never fear, 
Ron didn’t sell ALL their cars – they 
kept five, including a ’66 Impala Super 
Sport (the year they both graduated) to 
cruise around in.

And what about that cavernous 
garage? Ron says the men in his family 
are drooling over it!

right: Ron in his classic car garage
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The Lakeside Gourmet
By Sandra Thimgan

Photo by Dan Thimgan

No Naked Chips! 
Masks are still a part of our daily lives, but perhaps 
soon we can safely meet with some friends and 
neighbors for beer and appetizers. Can it be 
possible? Are we almost there? We hope so. 

Here’s a new recipe that has become one of our new 
favorite snacks, thanks to our dear friend, Jennifer.  
Truthfully, we haven’t had a box of Ripple™ chips in 
our home for years, but NOW??? Never without some 
in the house — thanks a lot, Jen, for reawakening 
our junk food genes! And be sure to have some 
“goodness” on every chip. Her mantra is: No Naked 
Chips!

Loaded Baked Potato Chip
Nachos 

These are so easy and fast to assemble, you 
just have to keep this recipe in your arsenal. 
You can easily halve this recipe, just adjust the 
other ingredients accordingly.

8.5 oz. bag Ripple™ chips or kettle chips 
   (or a reasonable equivalent)

1 ½  cups shredded cheddar cheese 
   (or your choice)

½ cup chopped crisped bacon  

Chopped jalapeños, optional 

½ cup chopped green onions (after baking)

For dipping or drizzling: 
½ cup sour cream with chives

Preheat oven to 350°. Line a large rimmed 
baking sheet with chips in one layer. Layer 
shredded cheese, bacon, and jalapeños over 
the chips, making sure that all chips have 
some “goodness” on them — No Naked Chips, 
remember? Bake 8-10 minutes until cheese is 
melted. Remove from oven and sprinkle with 
green onions. Use the sour cream as a “dip” for 
the chips or thin it with some milk and drizzle it 
over the chips just before serving.

Reuben Potato Chip Nachos
This variation seems like a natural. Substitute 
chopped corned beef for the bacon, use Swiss 
cheese and mix thousand island dressing with 
some chopped, drained sauerkraut for your dip.

“Sharing recipes is part of our culture, 
enriching each one of us and 

binding us together.” 

Sandra Thimgan lives on Silver Lake 
with her husband/photographer/taster, 

Daniel.
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I don’t have to tell you that the Fergus Falls region 
we live in is frigid and windy during the winter. Even 
in the mildest winters, our cold, dry winter air can 
lead to skin that is itchy and flaky, and hands that 
can become raw, red and chapped. Thankfully, there 
are some simple things you can do to relieve winter 
dry skin.

10 Quick Tips for Dry Skin Relief

1. Use a humidifier to add much-needed 
moisture to the air.

2. Use fragrance-free laundry detergents        
and avoid fabric softeners.

3. Try not to scratch. If your moisturizer       
isn’t providing relief, try a cold pack             
or compress to relieve the itchy spot.

4. Our hands are usually the first place that 
dry skin shows up. Wear gloves when:          
going outdoors; washing dishes or doing 
things that require your hands to get wet; 
working with chemicals or greasy substances.

5. If you’re using a hand sanitizer because 
of COVID-19, wait until your hands are 
completely dry, then apply a moisturizer.

6. Limit yourself to one 5- to 10-minute bath 
or shower daily; bathing more than that        
can strip away much of the skin’s oily            
layer and cause it to lose moisture.

7. Wash with warm, not hot water, and a      
mild cleanser. Gently pat your skin dry.

8. Apply moisturizer after getting out of the    
bath or shower. 

9. When shaving, use a shaving cream or 
gel. Try leaving it on your skin for several  
minutes before starting.

10. Read ingredients on skin care products – 
deodorant soaps, alcohol-based toners,     
and  products that contain fragrance 
can irritate dry skin. Look for a cream                
or  ointment that contains one or more        
of the following ingredients:

• Jojoba oil

• Dimethicone

• Glycerin

• Hyaluronic acid

• Lactic acid

• Ceramides 

• Sunflower seed oil

• Petrolatum

• Shea butter

When to Seek Help for Your Dry Skin
If you’ve tried all of the tips above and 

your skin is still itchy, dry and rough – or if your 
skin is getting worse – it may be time to see me. 
Excessively dry skin can be a sign of an underlying 
medical condition.

I can diagnose what’s causing your dry skin 
and create a treatment plan for you. Treatment for 
dry skin can strengthen its outer layer, leading to: 

• Being more comfortable and 
preventing further skin damage;

• Reducing your skin’s sensitivity; and

• Lessening your risk of developing a 
skin infection

10 Tips for 
Winter Dry 
Skin Rel ief                            by Allison Goddard, MD

Board Certified Dermatologist, Lake Region Healthcare
Photo courtesy of Lake Region Healthcare
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A Few Words About Sunscreen
You may think that sunscreen is only 

important during the summer months. However, 
snow reflects the sun’s rays back at us, actually 
increasing our need to use sunscreen in the winter. 
My advice is to use sunscreen at all times when 
you’re outdoors, regardless of the time of year to 
protect you from developing sunburn, wrinkles, 
premature aging and cancer.

Spring Is Just Around the Corner
Spend some time with the 10 tips for winter 

dry skin right now so that this spring your skin will 
be ready for those short sleeves and shorts we all 
want to put on.

About Dr. Goddard
Dr. Allison Goddard practices dermatology at 
Lake Region Healthcare in Fergus Falls. Her areas 
of professional interest include complex medical 
dermatology and integrative dermatology. She 
has broad experience in procedural dermatology, 
which includes removal of benign and malignant 
skin lesions. She also offers a variety of noninvasive 
procedures to help you maintain healthy and 
youthful skin. 
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Crayons to Port  raits: 
Sharon Waletzko’s Artistic Journey
Story & Photos By Becky Tighe
Family photos courtesy of Sharon Waletzko

From Shoreline to Sharing
For the past year, local artist Sharon Host Waletzko 
has painted a series of 36 portraits of Shoreline 
Restaurant staff, owner and previous owners. Mike 
Naumann, Shoreline owner, thought they’d look 
great in his restaurant, so she’d given them to him if 
he’d hang them up. Here’s the story about how she 
came to paint these portraits. It’s a lifetime story of 
loving art. 

Sharon 1 year old             above: Host family 1955

Discovering Crayon, Colored Chalk, 
Ink and Paint 

The creative bug can bite anyone from a child 
to the famous “Grandma Moses,” so the first question 
I, as a writer, put to Sharon was: “How old were you 
when you knew you were an artist?” 

She knows exactly when the joy of art came 
over her. “I was three years old,” said Sharon, one 
of 13 siblings: eight boys and five girls. That year on 



She 
shifted her 
studies to high 
school vocational 
training for 
secretarial work. 

“I still 
use shorthand to 
take notes. Very 
few people can 
read it now.” One 
of her jobs was 
at Bache & Co. 
(now Prudential 
Bache), on 
Marquette in 
Minneapolis. 

“Anything That 
Would Hold Paint”

Married and 
living in Elk River, 
Sharon already had a 
two-year-old son when 
she decided to take 
an oil-painting course, 
which required creating 
three oil paintings. After 
the course, she shifted 
her love of painting to 
acrylics, which were 
more convenient. 

“I painted 
anything that would 
hold paint:” T-shirts, 
patio umbrellas, and lots 
of plastic pots, which 

people liked to buy. Though she sold paintings for 
$65 and pots for $35, her art wasn’t created for 
making money. 

“I just wanted people to 
enjoy them.” She only wanted 
enough to keep her in art supplies. 
And she didn’t paint portraits—yet. 

“I Never Thought of Being 
a Portrait Painter”

…says Sharon: “but one day I was having 
breakfast at Shoreline, and I asked Vicki Henderson 
and Christine for permission to draw their portraits. 
I did three black and white sketches and was really 
surprised! I didn’t know I could draw portraits.” 

Encouraged by her success, Sharon thought 
the likenesses would be better in color, so she did 
them again, this time in acrylics, and liked them 
even more. 

the day school let out for 
summer, the five boys brought 
home their crayons, 
fragmented by use. “There 
was a whole shoebox full, 
and I fell in love with 
them. I drew and drew 
for two years,” she said, 
describing how the 
wonderful potential of 
assorted colors inspired a 
passion to draw. 

Grandma Was an Artist 
But she wasn’t the only

artist in her family: her mother’s 
mother was an artist, too. 

“She was artistic. She made all my sisters’ 
and my clothes without a pattern, and made feather 
flowers that looked like real gladiolus and carnations. 
Grandma had a box of colored chalk and paper in an 
upstairs closet for me to use when we went there.”

Grandma included Sharon in projects, like 
processing the feathers for goose down pillows and 
the two kinds of imitation flowers.

 “I helped her wash and sort the feathers, 
and dry them on the clothesline.” She remembers 
that Grandma kept the feathers in an unused 
camper trailer in open boxes. Each time the door 
was opened, the feathers startled people by rising 
up as if they would blow away. But they didn’t.

Schoolhouse Chalkboard
Then came the chalkboard. 
“I was five,” she remembers, “when 

my father brought home a chalkboard from a 
schoolhouse near Horseshoe Lake, which was being 
torn down. He hung it in our dining room, and I drew 
on it with colored chalk every day! That chalkboard 
hung there until I was a teenager.” 

In school, Sharon designed covers for her 
school reports. Other kids asked for covers for their 
schoolwork, so Sharon made them, free of charge. “I 
just liked to do it for them.” 

Nursing? Or Professional Secretarial Work?
During high school, she took a job as a 

hospital dietary aide, thinking of being a nurse 
someday. She worked up to 25 hours a week at 75 
cents an hour, even during the school year. But the 
suffering of some patients distressed her. 

“Everything involved needles,” including 
feeding people who were too ill to eat, whose 
nourishment had to be provided by injection. 

Spring 2021 / OTC Magazine / 19 

Sharon 
age 6

Sharon modeling life without 
electricity at the Oliver Kelly Farm for 

United Power Company in 1970

First oil painting
1973
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A confident artist who knows what she wants 
to accomplish, she plunged into the new-to-her craft 
of portrait art. Then she asked permission to make 
portraits of all the employees. Less than perfect 
results don’t disturb Sharon; she just starts over 
or reworks the piece until she’s happy with it. She 
laughs at her own persistence: 

“I kept painting over one portrait until it 
looked 3-dimensional!” (And caught the likeness she 
was after!) 

By the end of pandemic year 2020, during 
which many people had been paralyzed by 
uncertainty and depression, Sharon had produced 
36 portraits of Shoreline restaurant staff and given 
them to Mike. By mid-January they were hung in the 
bowling alley where people enjoy them.

She continues finding people to paint 
in various places: workers at Good Samaritan 
residence, Larry’s Foods and Seip Pharmacy, to name 
a few—and the bowling alley gallery grows as new 
Shoreline employees are hired. 

Yearning to see people healed
Sharon’s desire to alleviate pain has never 

left her. She practices reflexology massage, and as 
a devout Catholic, isn’t shy about offering to pray 
for people. Expecting results, she will call and ask 
how you feel after she’s prayed for you. Sharon’s 
faith that God hears and heals is reinforced by past 
answers to prayer. Her enjoyment of people and 
desire to help others remain an important part of 
who she is. 

So, Sharon, what’s the next big project?

above:2000 mural in Sharon’s studio 

below: 2003 5’ x 8’ mural

Watercolor 
2015

Acrylic 
2015

2014

2014 Wood burning
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Sharon with 
Shoreline owner, 
Mike Naumann 

Former owner Pat Kalk 

Shoreline 
waitresses

Bowlers at 
Shoreline

Matt, Shoreline cook, 
was Sharon’s first 
sketch/portrait –
created first as a 

black & white sketch, 
then painted

Becky Tighe left advertising to volunteer 
with Christian non-profit ministries 

in Romania and Austria for 7 years. 
Returning to Minnesota, she settled in 

Battle Lake. She likes spending time 
with her 10 grandkids and living among 

BL’s wonderful people. 
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As we come together to celebrate Arbor Day, 
here are a couple of suggestions that may lead to a 
more successful growth outcome. 

A consultation with a Certified Arborist is 
a good idea. Spending money on your trees can 
be a great investment if you are getting sound 
advice from an expert trained in disease and insect 
diagnosis, proper pruning techniques, and who can 
offer science-based advice about whether it is worth 
putting money toward saving a tree. 

Planting a diversity of trees is a way to 
protect your investment. After the American Elm 
trees started to succumb to Dutch elm disease in 
the 70s, cities and homeowners alike replaced the 
majority of them with Ash trees. Now Emerald Ash 
Borer is here in Minnesota, killing the ash trees. If 
you have an ash tree in your yard, it may be time 
to call a certified arborist to assess the health and 
structure of your tree. EAB is a killer – if infested 
trees are not treated, they will die. Treatment is 
very effective: insecticide 
is injected into the trunk or 
root system of the tree to be 
ingested by the larva or adult 
beetle. If you suspect that 
your tree is infested with EAB, 
contact your local extension 
office or a local certified 
arborist for an assessment. 

 There is no way to predict what or when the 
next disease or insect is coming, so it is important 
to plant multiple species of trees. Maple trees 
have been the latest planting craze. Be cautious of 
exclusivity. A few of my favorites: Kentucky Coffee 
Tree, Pagoda Dogwood (low-growing), Norway 
Spruce, Eastern Red Cedar, Hybrid Elm, Kentucky 
Yellowwood, Eastern Red Bud, Swamp White Oak, 
River Birch and Sugar Maple. 

For successful planting: Step 1: Choose 
the right tree for the right location and Step 2: Plant 
the tree properly. A good rule of thumb is to dig 
the hole three times the diameter of the root ball to 
ensure an adequate space for roots growth. 

The biggest mistakes I see when 
removing dying trees are:

Successful Tree 
Planting & Pruning                 
by Evan Amundson
Photos  courtesy Evan Amundson & Carr’s Tree Service

1. The tree was planted too deep and mulch was 
mounded up against the trunk causing root and/
or trunk rot; 

2. Circling roots were not removed, causing the root 
system to girdle the tree; and

3. The wrong tree was chosen and planted in the 
wrong location. 

Trees planted in urban areas also need 
nurturing and pruning. Do not prune trees for about 
two years after planting, since they need all their 
foliage to provide food for the expanding roots. 
Pruning for a structurally-sound tree includes pruning 
for a single central trunk with evenly-spaced scaffold 
branches. Removing crossing and rubbing limbs and 
branches growing back toward the center of the 
tree is also important. Once a tree reaches a height 
where you need to leave the ground to prune, it is 
best to contact your local certified arborist. 

The most common pruning mistakes are 
flush cuts – removing the branch collar of the 
limb, which holds important cells that allow for 
compartmentalization of decay in the tree. An easy 
analogy: hold up your hand and find your thumb 
knuckle. A flush cut would be like removing your 
thumb and knuckle while cutting right to your hand. 
Proper pruning would be making the cut right outside 
of the “knuckle.” 

Mature tree pruning is more for aesthetics 
and safety. Removing deadwood helps keep 
homeowners and their property safe, and ensures 
that proper cuts can be made so the tree can 
compartmentalize the wound and keep decay fungi 
from growing in the dead wood. Happy Arbor Day! 

Evan Amundson is a Tree Safety 
Professional and ISA Certified Arborist 

at Carr’s Tree Service based in Ottertail, 
MN. When not working, he enjoys 

spending time with his wife and two 
children, and enjoying the lakes area 

fishing and boating.

Emerald Ash Borer & larvae
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by Pam Larson
Photos by Pam & Larry Larson

Travel Destinations:

When I was a first-grade student attending 
Eisenhower Elementary School in Fergus Falls, an 
assignment was to paint a picture representing one 
of the two new states just added to our country. I 
never dreamed that decades later I would visit the 
far-away islands depicted in my artwork.

After a trip to 
Alaska, our 49th state 
visit, we decided our goal 
to visit all 50 states was 
achievable. The long air 
flight didn’t appeal to us, 
so we booked a cruise to 
Hawaii. Flying there in less 
than a day is certainly a 

lot quicker than six long ocean days each way, but 
we found the time on board to be pleasantly filled 
with activities. We went 
to Microsoft and photography 
workshops, and nature talks 
on volcanoes, whales and 
things we would see at our 
destination. We attended 
sessions to weave traditional 
ti leaf bracelets called lauhala 
bracelets and took ukulele 
lessons to perform a “concert” on the main stage. We 
learned about Hawaiian culture through classes on 
hula dancing, cooking and surfing. 

Walks around the ship on the Promenade 
Deck (shown at right) provided literal endless ocean 
views with nothing but water. The evenings were 
filled with choices of several music venues, stage 
shows and movies. The menu choices and dining 
places were varied and enjoyable. One unexpected 

Cruisin’ to Hawaii !

perk of an ocean voyage is no jet lag—the time 
zones slowly pass over several days.  

Our first island stop was at 
Kona on the Big Island of Hawaii. 
We toured a coffee plantation, 
although it wasn’t the season 
for coffee beans. The Painted 
Church, formally named Saint 
Benedict’s Catholic Church, was 
built between 1899 and 1902 
under the direction of Belgian 
Catholic missionary Father 
John Velghe. He painted lovely 
frescoes along the interior ceiling 
and walls, making it a 
popular tourist stop. 

Along the tour route, we saw the state 
bird and flower: the nene 
goose and yellow hibiscus.  

At Punaluu Beach, 
we saw rare Hawaiian Green 
Sea Turtles, the largest of all 
the hard-shelled sea turtles. Adult green turtles 
differ from other sea turtles: they are herbivorous 
(they eat only plants), and feed mostly on sea 
grasses and algae. This diet is thought to give them 
greenish-colored fat, from which they take their 
name. The main cause of the decline of the green 
turtle is long-term harvest of eggs and adults on 

Nothing but ocean, as far as the eye can see

Ukulele and Lauhala bracelets

Painted Church Ceiling



translates roughly to place of the gods, or simply, 
homeland. The Polynesians were the first inhabitants 
of the islands, traveling there by canoe around a.d. 
500. Each settlement was ruled by a different chief 
and had strict rules as they farmed the land and 
fished for food.  

In the late 1700s, Chief Kamehameha began 
to rise in power and one by one took over each 
island. By 1810 he had conquered them all and 
became the first Hawaiian king. King Kamehameha 
commissioned the construction of Ali’iolani Hale 
to be the royal palace of the Hawaiian Monarchy 
and is the only royal palace in the U.S. The palace 
eventually became an administrative building, and 
now houses the Supreme Court of Hawaii as well as 
the Judiciary History Center.

nesting beaches and juveniles and adults on feeding 
grounds. Diseases and capture in fishing gear also 
contribute to the worldwide drop in numbers.

A visit to Hawaii Volcanoes National 
Park (above) was a fun addition to our checklist 
of national parks, even though there was no 
volcanic activity while we were there. In the 1960s, 
astronauts trained for voyages to the moon by 
walking in the hardened lava fields, 
which closely resemble the surface of 
the moon. One beautiful, but sturdy 
plant, the ohia lehua, was everywhere. 
It has a remarkable capability to adapt 
to most environments and is often the 
first plant to grow on lava-covered 
ground.  

During the night, our huge ship 
quietly moved us to Honolulu on Oahu. We were 
welcomed into the harbor by the Aloha Tower. Built 
in 1926, this retired lighthouse is one of the 
landmarks of the state. Just as the Statue of Liberty 
greeted immigrants to New York City, the Aloha 
Tower welcomed immigrants to Honolulu. For four 
decades, it was the tallest structure in Hawaii.

Our busy day began with a tour of Honolulu, 
the capital of Hawaii. The state of Hawaii consists of 
a chain of islands, with eight main islands. Hawaii 
was named after the Polynesian word hawaiki, which 
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Aloha Tower, Honolulu

King Kamehameha and the royal palace 



of the USS Arizona 
in the harbor. It 
was solemn and 
meaningful, and 
people were 
respectful and 
contemplative. 

A visit to the 
islands would not 
be complete without 
attending a luau. We 
received shell leis 
upon our arrival and 
were fortunate to 
find great seats at 
a large table near 
the stage. While 
waiting for the 
festivities to begin, 
we checked out the 
lovely Barber’s 
Point Lighthouse 
that was right next 
door. The program 
following the meal 
was entertaining 
with dances, singing, 
music, fire-dancing 
and costumes 
representing many 
of the Polynesian Island cultures. 

One excursion we booked in advance, a 
Rainforest Hike to Likeke Falls, was not the “easy” 
trail the literature claimed. I had envisioned a nice 
tropical stroll with colorful birds and plants. Instead, 
it was rocky, hilly and slippery, with lots of vines 
across the trail. It was the sort of experience we call 
a “memory builder”! We made it to the nice little 
waterfall, and Larry climbed even farther to look 
out at the island where they filmed the TV series, 
Gilligan’s Island. 

Our next port was on Maui where we 
journeyed to Haleakala Crater National Park, so 
we were able to see all (or both) of Hawaii’s national 
parks! To see this crater we had to go back and forth 
on switchback roads, even going above the clouds, 
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Explorer Captain James Cook is credited as 
the first European visitor to the islands in 1778. Later 
arrivals were Christian missionaries, whalers and 
sugarcane farmers, with many of the workers from 
China and Japan. Many of the island traditions came 
to an end during this time. The Republic of Hawaii 
was formed in 1893, and became a U.S. territory in 
1898.

Throughout the next several years, the U.S. 
built military bases on the islands, including Pearl 
Harbor on Oahu. When World War II started, the 
U.S. hoped it could stay out of the war and did 
not join the fighting. On December 7, 1941, the 
Japanese attacked the U.S. naval base at Pearl 
Harbor. Many U.S. ships were sunk, including the 
USS Arizona, and about 2,500 people were killed. 
The attack was a complete surprise to the American 
people. The U.S. then joined the war and helped 
to defeat the Axis powers, including Germany and 
Japan.

After World War II, many people wanted 
Hawaii to become a state. It took several years, but 
on August 21, 1959, Hawaii was admitted to the 
Union as the 50th state.

Since Pearl Harbor is an active military base, 
we could not take pictures while traveling to the 
monument. We had to check all our bags and could 
only keep our cameras. We had an informative tour 
of the USS Missouri, popularly known as the Mighty 
Mo. It was an interesting feeling to stand on the 
same deck where the Japanese signed the surrender 
documents. 

 

After sharing a really expensive, but tasty and 
refreshing Dole® Whip treat, we reboarded the bus 
to go to the USS Arizona Memorial. We toured the 
museum exhibits and saw a poignant documentary 
film before boarding a launch to transport us out to 
the Arizona Memorial, which is built over the wreck 

USS Missouri

Surrender Marker 
on the deck of 

Mighty Mo

Barber’s Point Lighthouse
below: Luau dancers

Rainforest Hike 
to Likeke Falls
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Haleakala Craterand we were glad of nice weather because it usually rains a lot. The 
elevation is about 10,000 feet, so we saw snow – in Hawaii! The park 
features the dormant Haleakala Volcano, which last erupted sometime 
between a.d. 1480 and 1600. The main feature of this part of the park is 
Haleakala Crater  – seven miles across, two miles wide and 2,600 feet 
deep. The interior of the crater is dotted with numerous volcanic features, 
including large cinder cones. 

Our final day on the islands was spent touring waterfalls, parks 
and gardens: Richardson Ocean Park, Pana-Ewa Rainforest Zoo and 
Gardens, Akaka State Park and Liliuokalani Gardens, the largest 
ornamental Japanese garden outside of Japan.

Hanging 
Lobster Claw, 
African Tulip 

Tree & 
Fan Palm at 

Pana’ewa 
Rainforest 

Garden

Liliuokalalani Gardens

Akaka Falls



The return trip also was filled with many 
options for entertainment. One fun event was the 
Towel Zoo presented by the housekeeping staff. Each 
evening, they had placed towel animals on our beds, 
but for the Zoo they filled the entire pool area with 
all sorts of creations.  
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Pam Larson, a retired school librarian, 
lives in Fergus Falls with her husband 

Larry. Although long distance excursions 
to exotic places are exciting, they equally 

enjoy day trip adventures around the 
lovely state of Minnesota.

but for the Zoo they filled the entire 
pool area with all sorts of creations. 
The crew members also performed Main 
Stage productions of music and dance 
from their home cultures. 

When we began our trip, the 
coronavirus was barely in the news, but 
as we cruised back and had more time 
to watch the broadcasts, we realized 
it was becoming an issue. The captain 
gave us daily reassurances that there 
were no known cases on board. Hand 
sanitizing stations were everywhere, 

and doors were propped open to minimize touching 
surfaces. Self-service buffets were altered. The 
captain cancelled all shore excursions at Ensenada 
to help ensure our disembarkation at San Diego. At 
least there was a large pod of dolphins by our ship 
to entertain us. We were very thankful to leave the 
ship in San Diego and make our way home through 
several airports without incident.

Dolphins at Ensenada

Towel Swans

Crew cultural show
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